
First Announcement 
50th meeting of the Society for Natural Philosophy 

“New materials and new problems in continuum mechanics” 
October 22-24, 2012, Udine (Italy) 

 

Background 
Since its foundation the Society for Natural Philosophy has played a central role in 
the promotion of mechanics research and has often encouraged efforts to look at 
unexplored areas of physics and to establish fruitful interactions with mathematics. 
Following the tradition, this 50th meeting of the Society is focused on the mechanics 
of complex materials, that is, materials characterized by substructures at different 
scales, whose scrutiny should be the starting point of all modeling, either continuous 
or discrete. The attention is specifically addressed to the mechanics of foams, cellular 
materials, liquid crystals and nano-materials. Other topics of interest are the problems 
where discontinuities or the development of interfaces may arise, as in fracture 
mechanics or phase transitions. The meeting is open to contributions on 
phenomenology, modeling and mathematical analysis of related problems. 
 
Invited plenary lectures 
G. Dal Maso, Sissa  
R. James, University of Minnesota  
A. Kraynik,  ex Sandia Lab  
R. Ogden, University of Aberdeen  
P. Podio Guidugli, University of Rome “Tor Vergata”  
L. Tartar, Carnegie Mellon University  
E. Virga, University of Pavia 
 
Abstracts 
Abstracts for 30-minute presentations should be submitted via email by March 15, 
2012 to davini@uniud.it.  
 
Conference Fee 
A small registration fee will be charged in order to cover the coffee break and lunch 
expenses. 
 
Web Page 
The web page of the meeting will be soon available at: http://snp2012.uniud.it 
 
Scientific Committee and Contacts 
Cesare Davini, davini@uniud.it 
Antonio Di Carlo, adc@uniroma3.it  
Roberto Paroni, paroni@uniss.it 
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